[image: image1.png]



PRESS RELEASE
Date: Monday 8th September 2008
SUBJECT

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE

CIVIL NUCLEAR POLICE AUTHORITY ANNOUNCED

Former diplomat and Home Office official Tony Regan will be the new Executive Director of the Civil Nuclear Police Authority, its chairman Melvyn Smith announced today. Mr Regan will take up his duties at the authority, which is based in Risley, Cheshire, on Monday 8 September.

Mr Smith said: “Tony brings a wealth of experience to the authority from a wide ranging career at regional, national and international levels which can only enhance the effectiveness of the authority and the protection of our civil nuclear sites.”

He joins the CNPA on Monday 8 September after two years as an advisor to the European Commission on security and terrorism. Previously he has been an advisor to the Minister of the Interior in Afghanistan with responsibility for counter narcotics. In 1999 he carried out an assessment of strategic planning in the Metropolitan Police.

Earlier in his career Mr Regan was responsible for Home Office drugs and crime programmes in the North East where he developed partnerships with local communities. During a spell in the Cabinet Office he worked on improving cross-departmental performance and delivery.

Mr Regan grew up in where Sale and attended Xaverian College in Manchester. He studied at Durham University and the University of Northumbria in Newcastle and holds an MsC in Strategic Resource Management.

Mr Regan is married. In his spare time he enjoys cycling – he cycled to work in Brussels and has completed the Coast to Coast Cycle Ride from Whitehaven to Tynemouth for charity. He is also keen on skiing and golf.

Mr Regan said: Energy has an enormous direct impact on our daily life. CNPA plays a very important role in ensuring the security of one of our most important energy sources – nuclear power. I am really looking forward to working for with the CNPA, the Civil Nuclear Constabulary and the many organisations associated with the nuclear industry in the UK.”
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Notes to Editors

Civil Nuclear Police Authority

1. The Energy Act 2004 created the Civil Nuclear Police Authority as an executive non-departmental public body which is sponsored by the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR). Members of the Police Authority are appointed by the Secretary of State.

2. The Police Authority has an independent Chairman, two independent members and four representatives from the nuclear industry.

3. The function of the Authority is to ensure that the Civil Nuclear Constabulary is efficient and effective and meets the policing requirements of stakeholders in the nuclear industry in accordance with the strategic direction set by the Authority. Objectives and performance targets for the Constabulary are agreed between the Chief Constable and the Authority and are then published as part of the Three-Year Strategic Policing Plan (which is available on our websites: www.cnpa.police.uk and www.cnc.police.uk).

4. A key objective for the Authority is to verify the continued effectiveness of Constabulary operations in line with the security standards set by the Director of Civil Nuclear Security. The Authority provides the framework for strong strategic governance and accountability to the Secretary of State and is also responsible for increasing openness and transparency in the activities of both the Authority and the Constabulary.

Civil Nuclear Constabulary

1. The Constabulary is a specialist armed police service dedicated to the civil nuclear industry, with Operational Policing Units based at 15 civil nuclear sites in England, Scotland and Wales and over 800 police officers and staff. The Constabulary headquarters is at Culham in Oxfordshire. The civil nuclear industry forms part of the UK’s critical national infrastructure and the role of the Constabulary contributes to the overall framework of national security.

2. The purpose of the Constabulary is to protect licensed civil nuclear sites and to safeguard nuclear material in transit. The Constabulary works in partnership with the appropriate Home Office or Scottish Government police force at each site. Policing services required at each site are agreed with nuclear operators in accordance with the Nuclear Industries Security Regulations 2003 and ratified by the UK regulator, the Office for Civil Nuclear Security. Armed policing services are required at most civil nuclear sites in the United Kingdom. The majority of officers in the Constabulary are Authorised Firearms Officers.

3. Civil nuclear security is kept under constant review by the Command Team and changes to operational tactics are frequent and irregular due to a range of factors and in order to limit the predictability of the police response to any incident. The Constabulary has a solid reputation for delivering policing services to the civil nuclear industry, a reputation that it intends to maintain through its clear operational focus.

4. The Constabulary is recognised by the Association of Chief Police Officers of England, Wales and Northern Ireland (ACPO) and the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS). Through the National Co-ordinated Policing Protocol, the Constabulary has established memorandums of understanding with the local police forces at all 15 Operational Policing Units. Mutual support and assistance enable the Constabulary to maintain focus on its core role.
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